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HONORS WORLD HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019 

DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
 

Directions: Read the two articles below on Europe and China during the Middle Ages. Also, 
watch the two videos that are linked below the articles.  Then answer the prompts at the end. 
These will be due the first week when we return in August 2019. 
 

China: From Ancient to Pre-Modern Period 

By D. McDermott (2018) 

China is a civilization that has had a relatively continuous history throughout the last 

nearly three thousand years. From the early dynasties of the Shang and Zhou to the Qing dynasty 

that was the last dynasty which ended in the 20th century, so it actually entered into the modern 

period, the Chinese have had continuity throughout with regard to social and intellectual culture. 

With regard to political and economic culture has been marked by changing dynasties, however a 

rather stable trade system that dominated land and then eventually different sea-routes.  Artistic 

and religious culture within China has seen flurries of change periodically, with long periods of 

continuity.  

One major observation of China throughout the last couple of millennium in respect to 

their social classes is that it has been relatively constant.  A massive peasant class, a minority of 

 



ruling elites, intellectuals, bureaucrats, and a thriving, but minimized merchant class. A lot of 

this has to do with the well-defined cultural emphasis placed on China’s philosophies. In the 

Spring and Autumn periods of the Zhou dynasty (approximately 700-450 BCE), great Chinese 

philosophers like Lao Zi, Confucius, and Sun Tzu, were a part of a blossoming intellectual 

period known as the Hundred Schools of Thought. Most of China’s social cultural history was 

established during this period, with special emphasis placed on the filial traditions of Confucius. 

The long standing traditions that stemmed from these beliefs established a very traditional basis 

for family and doing what is good, or right, within society for not just the individual, but the 

family and society at large. These ideas changed little over the centuries, seeing some conflict 

with other philosophical or religious beliefs at times, but the core values and concepts remained. 

China’s history has been usually studied in periods, that at their core, rely on the dynastic 

leadership. The establishing dynasties of the Zhou, Qin, and Han, made a unified China, and a 

well-established imperial court and bureaucracy. The middle-aged dynasties of the Sui, Tang, 

Song, and Yuan dynasties established China as a pinnacle state in the world, which solidified 

China as the preeminent state that was second to none. And finally the Ming and Qing dynasties 

that brought China into the pre-modern and modern world which then had to compete with 

western incursion. These were all dynasties that established the political axiom of a Mandate of 

Heaven, which unlike divine right took into a more secular foundation rooted in Confucian 

principles. Economically, throughout all these periods the Chinese dominated global trade. The 

Silk Road trade routes were established all the way to the Mediterranean Sea, to the sea-lanes 

that went from the Indian Ocean trade basin through the Strait of Malacca, and into the deep 
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orient. China’s goods such as silk and porcelain, along with their influx of silver, had made them 

the foremost powerful economic empire on earth through these periods.  

Religiously China has been relatively stable throughout these periods.  Primarily due to 

the Hundred Schools of thought, and more ancient principles that separated the divine heaven 

from the worldly existence of man, China has had a comparatively more secular history than 

many other parts of the world.  Buddhism did flourish in China from the ancient period onward, 

and at its heart Buddhism is much more of a philosophy than the other major world religions of 

Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and Hinduism.  Confucian philosophers and Buddhist leaders did 

have tension throughout these periods, but those primarily stem from the usual politics that come 

from any group that is trying to have influence with the ruling elite.  

Chinese art through the years has seen a variety of styles emerge. Buddhism and the 

emphasis on urbanization in the medieval period saw a massive movement of art depicting nature 

based themes. Chinese art in sculpture and painting depict people without any type of form or 

movement, but then in other periods or other artists they focus on the more natural style of 

positioning of the human form, however usually draped in long flowing garments. There is also 

emphasis placed on the imperial art, be it the terracotta warriors that were made to guard the 

ancient Chinese emperor’s tomb, or paintings depicting massive amounts of retainers and 

bureaucrats of the imperial court, along with the emperor of course. Bronze and porcelain based 

decorative arts along with bright silk fashions has also highlighted the periods with rather 

continuity.  

Chinese history has been one of relative continuity, as China has mostly seen dominance 

in cultural advancement throughout their history. Be it innovation and invention, trade, 
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philosophical prowess, and being relatively free of outside influence or control throughout their 

history, it is no doubt that China established itself as a stable and formidable world power going 

into the modern period. Most countries wanted access to China throughout the medieval period, 

and China was by many measures, culturally superior to the rest of the world.  

 
 
 

Europe: From Ancient to Pre-Modern Period 

By D. McDermott (2018) 

European history is marked by some pretty drastic changes and over the last two 

thousand years the region has been primarily heterogeneous in nature. From the Greeks and the 

Roman Republic/Empire to the mid-eighteenth century, the continent has had varying social and 

intellectual cultures. With regards to political powers in Europe, there have been many, and 

many of those have competed with one another, but economically Europe has consistently drawn 

wealth through various processes of trade. The religious culture of Europe has remained fairly 

consistent through the time period, and most art has responded to other cultural changes but 

traditionally incorporates the primary religious theme of the region. 

Socially Europe has seen the relatively similar social strata of other ancient 

empires/civilizations with the commoners and elites. Greek city-states usually used this system, 

with one major outlier in Athens granting a near direct democracy to its citizens. The Romans 

had plebeians and patricians, which is basically commoners and elites. During the middle ages 

the social strata of king, land-owners, warriors, and peasants seen in the feudalistic paradigm was 

employed.  Merchants in the mid-medieval era also began to enter the fold, and the hierarchy 

seen in the Christian Church was another social division as well. As Europe entered the 
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pre-modern period there distinct social divisions that would continue to evolve due to economic 

changes as they moved from mercantilism to capitalism that would dominate the modern period 

that succeeded the periods that are focused on.  Intellectually, the Europeans were dominated by 

Greek thought of the classical masters such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle in the Ancient 

period. Even the Roman thinkers copied many of the Greek philosophies, adding primarily to the 

questioning skeptics. Medieval thinkers were first dominated by the Christian theologian 

philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas who worked to combine faith and reason. Later Medieval 

thinkers were influenced primarily by the humanist movement during the Renaissance which saw 

a resurgence of Greek and Roman thinking. In the later part of the pre-modern period this 

intellectual progression culminated in the Age of Reason and the Enlightenment thinkers that 

brought about the modern age. 

Political change in Europe was constantly happening. The Greeks, Egyptians, and 

Carthaginians fell to the Roman Republic, which shifted to an imperial system in the 1st century 

BCE. The Roman Empire split eventually to form the Byzantine Empire, and then Europe saw a 

dark age period where different barbarian clans eventually formed the nation-states of Europe. 

Meager attempts aimed at creating a type of Roman Empire were made - the most successful, but 

ironically not so, the Holy Roman Empire. Economically Europe relied on a resale based 

principle. The movement of certain goods from west to east, from Africa and east to west, from 

as far away as China, created a circle of wealth that eventually led to the mercantile system. This 

was spurred on by the growth of towns and the guilds of Europe after the Black Death. Trade did 

not flourish greatly during the feudal age of Europe, but once the second millennium began, it 

led to a massive machine of wealth and competition within the nation-states of Europe. 

5 



The pagan religions of the ancient period seen in the Greek and Roman pantheons gave 

way to the rise of Christianity in the late classical period. The teachings of Jesus spread quickly 

given the appeal of the religion to the poorer masses of the Roman Empire, and then eventually 

even the empire itself adopted it as the state religion. The barbarians who destroyed Rome, left 

the Church infrastructure largely alone, and from that the conversion of such groups as the 

Franks and even the Vikings eventually happened. Nation-states adopted Christianity as a way of 

establishing the divine right of kings. Christianity did see two periods of significant change, 

however. One was in the Great Schism which created the differences between Roman 

Catholicism and Eastern Orthodox Christianity. Another was during the later middle ages when 

Martin Luther began the Protestant movement in Europe. European political separation were 

influenced many times by religious differences from the different denominations of Christianity. 

Artistically the Greeks and Romans, and the later Christian nation-states would be dominated by 

religious depictions. Greeks would use very natural like sculptures and art to depict their gods 

and people in everyday life. There was a drastic shift in art style during the Middle Ages as art 

became very minimalistic, but the Renaissance redirected artists back to the natural human form.  

European history has been one of constant change, as Europe has seen cultural separation 

and split in many forms throughout the ancient to pre-modern period. Europeans of the Medieval 

and even into the pre-modern period would both envy the cultural dominance of the Roman 

Empire, and with explorers like Marco Polo would envy the contemporary Chinese dynastic 

empires. This drove the Europeans to strive for more cultural relevance throughout a good deal 

of their history.  
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YouTube Videos 
 

Video on European Renaissance: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vufba_ZcoR0&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=22 
 
Video on Chinese History: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylWORyToTo4&list=PLBDA2E52FB1EF80C9&index=7 
 

Prompts on the Articles and Videos 
 

1. Examine and explain a comparison between Chinese and European history that includes 
evidence from the articles above. 

2. Establish an argument as to which civilization had the most significant history. Use both 
the articles and the videos as evidence to support your response.  

3. Address an argument that is made from one of the articles by summarizing the main 
argument of the author. Use evidence from one of the two videos to either support and/or 
refute the argument made by the author.  

 
RUBRICS 
 

 Excellent Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Failing 

Prompt 1- 
Comparison 

A reasonable, logical and 
valid claim is presented 
which accurately addresses 
both a similarity and a 
difference of an event or 
period. This claim is 
insightful and thought 
provoking. Evidence that is 
provided is either 
paraphrased correctly from 
historical text or cited 
correctly from text, and is 
highly relevant to the claim. 
A well-thought out and 
distinguished interpretation 
of the evidence and claim is 
present.  A common theme 
connects both comparisons 
(a similarity and a 
difference) to a historical 
event or period. 

A valid claim is 
presented which 
addresses a similarity 
or a difference of a 
historical event or 
period. Evidence is 
provided that is 
relevant to the claims. 
An interpretation is 
present and relevant 
to the 
claims/evidence. 

A claim is made but 
it does not show 
proper 
understanding of 
comparison. Either 
the similarity or 
difference can 
display this lack of 
understanding.  The 
evidence provided 
does not clearly 
support the claim. 
The interpretation 
lacks an 
understanding of 
the claim, historical 
material, and/or 
evidence.  
 

The claim is not 
valid, logical, 
and/or reasonable. 
The evidence is 
lacking or 
woefully 
insufficient. The 
interpretation is 
extremely 
awkward or 
lacking.  Or, there 
is no attempt.  
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Prompt 2 - 
Significance 

A reasonable, logical and 
valid claim is presented 
which accurately addresses 
historical significance. This 
claim is insightful and 
thought provoking. 
Evidence that is provided is 
either paraphrased correctly 
from historical text or cited 
correctly from text, and is 
highly relevant to the claim. 
A well-thought out and 
distinguished interpretation 
of the evidence and claim is 
present.  
 

A valid claim is 
presented which 
addresses historical 
significance. Evidence 
is provided that is 
relevant to the claim. 
An interpretation is 
present and relevant 
to the claim/evidence.   
 

A claim is made but 
it does not show 
proper 
understanding of a 
historic 
significance.  The 
evidence provided 
does not clearly 
support the claim. 
The interpretation 
lacks an 
understanding of 
the claim, historical 
material, and/or 
evidence.  

The claim is not 
valid, logical, 
and/or reasonable. 
The evidence is 
lacking or 
insufficient. The 
interpretation is 
awkward or 
lacking.  Or, there 
is no attempt.   

Prompt 3 - 
Argument 

The student summarizes the 
claim of the secondary 
source accurately, and ties a 
historical thinking skill 
(causation, comparison, or 
historical significance) to 
their argument that supports 
and refutes the argument 
made. The two arguments 
must be in CEI format. The 
arguments are clear and 
insightful with regards to 
the secondary source. 

The student accurately 
summarizes the a 
main claim of the 
secondary source. 
Relevant evidence is 
supplied for either 
supporting that claim, 
or for refuting that 
claim.  These two 
arguments are in 
correct CEI format. 
The arguments are 
clear and relevant  to 
the information from 
the secondary source. 

The student makes 
either an accurate 
argument 
addressing support 
for the secondary 
source or refuting 
the source. The 
summary might be 
a bit awkward and 
not accurate to the 
information from 
the secondary 
source.  

The student does 
not make a clear 
supporting or 
refuting argument 
relevant to the 
secondary source, 
and the summary 
may show a lack 
of understanding 
of the secondary 
source. Or, no 
attempt is made.   
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