
 

 
H O N O R S  E N G L I S H  9  

Summer Assignment 
 

Identity, Place, and Belonging: 
Exploring the Self in Firoozeh Dumas’ Funny in Farsi 

 
Instructions: 

• This Summer Reading Assignment is for all CPDA Magnet Honors 9th Grade English classes. Read all 
the instructions that follow before starting the assignment. 

 
• Complete all of the assignments in ONE Word (or Word-compatible) document (and give the document an 

easy-to-identify filename such as “Funny in Farsi Assignment”). Save the document often! “My computer ate 
my homework” is never a valid excuse. 

 
• The Summer Reading Assignment is due the first day of school. This is a large assignment and will count for a 

large number of points in the class. We will also use your answers to this assignment for our very first 
activities of the school year. Come prepared! Don’t fall behind! 
 

• The first week back from the summer break, you will be given a reading exam that demonstrates your 
understanding and completion of the book. The reading exam is in the form of quotes. You will be given three 
quotes from the book, and you will need to explain what is happening in the book where those quotes are located. 
Therefore, do not overlook your summer reading assignment and pace your reading wisely. 

 
Bring the novel Funny in Farsi (along with all your notes and a copy of  

your Summer Reading Assignment) to school the first day of class! 
 

 
Step One:  

Read Firoozeh Dumas’ memoir, Funny in Farsi. While reading, use the following marks to annotate (or as 
we call it, actively read) the text’s content (remember, after reading all the instructions that follow, 
highlight the best passages that answer the questions, not all the passages): 
 

Circle = Unfamiliar vocabulary.  Define each unfamiliar word in the margins of your text.  Don’t use 
the entire definition; rather, give a short summary definition that helps you understand the word. 

 
Underline = Important places, events, main ideas 

 
Star = Any questions, connections, and thoughts you have about the passage.  

 
If you cannot write in your copy of the book (you borrowed it from the library or a friend, perhaps), use colored 
sticky-notes instead. However you do it, make sure you take notes as you read; it will help you better process 
the text and more accurately answer the questions that follow! 



 
Step Two:  

Answer the following text-dependent questions. Your responses should include: your claim (C) 
which serves as your answer to the question, textual evidence (E) which is a quote from the text 
with the page number that proves your claim is correct, and your own insight and interpretation 
(I) that explains how the evidence you’ve provided addresses the question. Use this C-E-I format 
to answer all questions: 
 
1. How does Firoozeh feel on her first day of elementary school when her mother cannot 

locate Iran on a map? What kinds of assumptions might her fellow classmates make about 
Firoozeh’s inability to speak English, her unusual Persian name, and her mother 
accompanying her to school? To what extent do you think language barriers are to blame 
for cultural misunderstandings? 

 
2. Firoozeh’s parents don’t speak English fluently, and their efforts to do so often lead to 

embarrassment, especially for their children. Why doesn’t Firoozeh do more to encourage 
her parents to learn English? To what extent can you relate to the experience of being 
embarrassed by your family? 
 

3. How does Firoozeh’s experience at Disneyland, where she is encouraged to communicate with 
another missing child in her native Persian, expose Western biases about people who don’t speak 
English fluently? How do you feel about “racial profiling,” or making assumptions about 
someone’s ethnicity based on their appearance and accent? On what past occasions have you 
experienced or carried out racial profiling, and how do you feel about it now, in light of 
Firoozeh’s encounter?  
 

4. Firoozeh’s husband, François, experiences life as an American immigrant much differently than 
does Firoozeh. What do you think accounts for Americans’ biases in their attitudes toward 
immigrants from different countries? To what extent are these biases grounded in stereotypes 
about the immigrants’ native countries? 
 

5. How does Firoozeh’s experience of sleepaway camp highlight the social isolation she 
experiences as someone who is perceived by others as “different”? How does her decision not to 
bathe the entire two weeks contribute to her loneliness? To what extent can you relate to her 
feeling of being “invisible” at camp? 
 

6. What does Firoozeh’s decision to take an American name suggest about her feelings toward her 
adopted country? What might her name change to Julie suggest about her identity as an 
immigrant? How does her dual identity (and her ability to speak English without any discernable 
accent) enable her to see how Americans really feel about Iran?  
 

7. How does Firoozeh’s interaction with her many relatives compare to your involvement with your 
extended family? To what extent is the notion of one’s family defined differently by each 
culture? How might one measure the importance of the family in American society?



 


