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HONORS U.S. HISTORY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019 
DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS  

 

Welcome to United States History!  

Over this next year, your English and History teachers will ask you to use critical thinking skills 
and apply them to history books, novels, speeches, and various art. Our goal is to have you 
understand various ways to interpret history.  History is not a collection of facts and data. It is 
created by a rich cultural understanding of the people that live in this country.  Last year you 
examined the culture of the world while getting a broad survey of modern world history. 
Remember, culture is made up of the political, economic, religious, social, intellectual, and 
artistic aspects within a society. This year in history you will be interpreting history based on 
several of those cultural aspects, and determining which of those you would emphasize in your 
understanding of history.  

This summer’s reading is designed to have you recognize, analyze, and begin to synthesize some 
historical documents so that you can begin to form a particular “lens” or interpretation of history. 
That will be the goal of our first major unit - which will ask you to determine which cultural 
interpretation of history you believe is the most effective, or significant for you and others study. 

I look forward to our year together. When we return we will be discussing the readings and your 
assignment will be due.  

The Assignment: Actively read the following sources, and then answer the analysis questions 
found below:  

-Doc. 1. Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence (1776)  
-Doc. 2 Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (1852)  
-Doc. 3 Cesar Chavez, “Commonwealth Club Address” (1984)  
-Doc. 4 Justice Anthony Kennedy, Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) 
-Doc. 5 President John F. Kennedy, “Address to the Nation” (1962) 
-Doc. 6 Eugene V. Debs, “Canton Speech” (1918) 
 

Your responses should be written as CEI paragraphs, typed, and formatted in perfect MLA style 
(including a proper heading). Keep in mind that “evidence” can consist of paraphrase or direct 



2 
 

quotes from the documents. In either case, be sure to properly cite your sources by referring to 
the documents by name (e.g., the Declaration of Independence) or by the author.  
 
I will collect your actively read documents on the first day of class.  Your responses to the 
analysis questions will be due by the end of the first week of class. Rubrics for these 
assignments can be found at the end of this packet. 
 
History can be interpreted in many ways. As you more than likely learned last year, but I am 
providing a reminder, a society can be examined more carefully based upon its key elements or 
structures that are found within that society. We will be applying some of these elements or 
structures to your analysis this next year. So, for this Summer Assignment, you will start 
working towards that end.   
 
We use the acronym P.E.R.S.I.A. to help us remember those key structures within historical 
analysis of a civilization. History can be broken down and analyzed more easily if you categorize 
events, people, and ideas into the following elements or structures: 
 
P – Political: Anything dealing with government, legal matters, authority, the art of getting what 
you want (politics), bureaucracy, uprisings or unrest, nationalism, and warfare. 
E – Economic: Trade, wealth, scarcity of goods, demand for raw materials, professions, services, 
taxation, monetary systems, industrialization, banking, markets, and corporations. 
R – Religious: Ceremony, beliefs, practices, religious leaders, and ideals. 
S – Social: How society can be differentiated by groups of people including, old/young, 
male/female, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, class, racial groups, shared ideals, and 
political party affiliation. 
I – Intellectual: Science, schooling, philosophies, mathematics, technology, inventions, and 
innovations. 
A – Art: Literature, architecture, music, dance, paintings, poetry, fashion, animation, and film.  
 
Analysis Questions 
 
1. Using two documents below, identify a common historical categorized structure or element 
that connects the two documents and explain how those documents address those elements.  
 
2. Choose another document and identify and explain the main argument of the author.   
 
3. Choose another document and explain how the historical categorized structure or element 
most matches what you believe would be how you would best interpret historical events, people, 
or ideas.  
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4. Pick any of the documents, including one you might have already used, and find a secondary 
source that matches the historical categorized structure or element. Identify and explain how 
your secondary source compares to the primary source document you picked. 
 
Document 1. Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence (1776)  

 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 

political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation.  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 

the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 

it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 

powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light 

and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed 

to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 

they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 

same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their 

duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.—Such 

has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 

them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 

Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 

establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. . . .  

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble 

terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose 

character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 

people.  
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Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them 

from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 

We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 

appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 

common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our 

connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 

consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, 

and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.  

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 

Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 

in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 

declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; 

that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 

between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free 

and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, 

establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right 

do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  

 

Document 2. Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (1852) 

Born into slavery in Maryland, Frederick Douglass was taught to read and write even though it 
was illegal for anyone to teach a slave those skills. Douglass went on to write that “knowledge is 
the pathway from slavery to freedom.” After two unsuccessful attempts to escape bondage 
Douglass finally succeeded in September 1838. During the 1850s, Frederick Douglass typically 
spent about six months of the year traveling and giving abolitionist lectures as well as speaking 
and writing from his home. On July 5, 1852, Douglass delivered an address commemorating the 
anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence to the Ladies of the Rochester 
Anti-Slavery Sewing Society. 
 

This, for the purpose of this celebration, is the 4th of July. It is the birthday of your 

National Independence, and of your political freedom. This, to you, is what the Passover was to 

the emancipated people of God. It carries your minds back to the day, and to the act of your great 

deliverance; and to the signs, and to the wonders, associated with that act, and that day. This 

celebration also marks the beginning of another year of your national life; and reminds you that 
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the Republic of America is now 76 years old. I am glad, fellow-citizens, that your nation is so 

young. Seventy-six years, though a good old age for a man, is but a mere speck in the life of a 

nation. Three score years and ten is the allotted time for individual men; but nations number their 

years by thousands. According to this fact, you are, even now, only in the beginning of your 

national career, still lingering in the period of childhood. I repeat, I am glad this is so. There is 

hope in the thought, and hope is much needed, under the dark clouds which lower above the 

horizon. . . .  

Fellow-citizens, I shall not presume to dwell at length on the associations that cluster 

about this day. The simple story of it is that, 76 years ago, the people of this country were British 

subjects. . . . Your fathers esteemed the English Government as the home government; and 

England as the fatherland. This home government, you know, although a considerable distance 

from your home, did, in the exercise of its parental prerogatives, impose upon its colonial 

children, such restraints, burdens and limitations, as, in its mature judgment, it deemed wise, 

right and proper.  

But, your fathers, who had not adopted the fashionable idea of this day, of the infallibility 

of government, and the absolute character of its acts, presumed to differ from the home 

government in respect to the wisdom and the justice of some of those burdens and restraints. 

They went so far in their excitement as to pronounce the measures of government unjust, 

unreasonable, and oppressive, and altogether such as ought not to be quietly submitted to. . . .  

Pride and patriotism, not less than gratitude, prompt you to celebrate and to hold [this 

day] in perpetual remembrance. I have said that the Declaration of Independence is the ring-bolt 

to the chain of your nation’s destiny; so, indeed, I regard it. The principles contained in that 

instrument are saving principles. Stand by those principles, be true to them on all occasions, in 

all places, against all foes, and at whatever cost...  

Friends and citizens, I need not enter further into the causes which led to this anniversary. 

Many of you understand them better than I do. . . . My business, if I have any here today, is with 

the present. . . . We have to do with the past only as we can make it useful to the present and to 

the future. To all inspiring motives, to noble deeds which can be gained from the past, we are 

welcome. But now is the time, the important time. Your fathers have lived, died, and have done 

their work, and have done much of it well. You live and must die, and you must do your work. 

You have no right to enjoy a child’s share in the labor of your fathers, unless your children are to 
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be blest by your labors. You have no right to wear out and waste the hard-earned fame of your 

fathers to cover your indolence. . . .  

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here to-day? 

What have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great 

principles of political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of 

Independence, extended to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to 

the national altar, and to confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings 

resulting from your independence to us? . . .  

[No,] I am not included within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high 

independence only reveals the immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you, 

this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. — The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, 

prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The 

sunlight that brought life and healing to you, has brought stripes and death to me. This  

Fourth [of] July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into 

the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were 

inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by asking me to 

speak to-day? . . .  

Fellow-citizens; above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of 

millions! whose chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are today rendered more intolerable by 

the jubilee shouts that reach them. . . . To forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to 

chime in with the popular theme, would be treason most scandalous and shocking, and would 

make me a reproach before God and the world. . . .  

I shall see this day and its popular characteristics from the slave’s point of view. 

Standing, there, identified with the American bondman, making his wrongs mine, I do not 

hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the character and conduct of this nation never looked 

blacker to me than on this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the 

professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. 

America is false to the past, false to the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the 

future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave on this occasion, I will, in the 

name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is fettered, in the name of the 

constitution and the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare to call in question and 
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to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to perpetuate 

slavery—the great sin and shame of America! . . .  

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, 

more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant 

victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national 

greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciations 

of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your 

prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and 

solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to 

cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth 

guilty of practices, more shocking and bloody, than are the people of these United States, at this 

very hour. . . .  

Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day 

presented of the state of the nation, [that] I do not despair of this country. There are forces in 

operation, which must inevitably work the downfall of slavery. “The arm of the Lord is not 

shortened,” and the doom of slavery is certain. I, therefore, leave off where I began, with hope. 

While drawing encouragement from the Declaration of Independence, the great principles it 

contains, and the genius of American Institutions, my spirit is also cheered by the obvious 

tendencies of the age. Nations do not now stand in the same relation to each other that they did 

ages ago. No nation can now shut itself up from the surrounding world, and trot round in the 

same old path of its fathers without interference. The time was when such could be done. Long 

established customs of hurtful character could formerly fence themselves in, and do their evil 

work with social impunity. Knowledge was then confined and enjoyed by the privileged few, and 

the multitude walked on in mental darkness. But a change has now come over the affairs of 

mankind. Walled cities and empires have become unfashionable. The arm of commerce has 

borne away the gates of the strong city. Intelligence is penetrating the darkest corners of the 

globe. It makes its pathway over and under the sea, as well as on the earth. Wind, steam, and 

lightning are its chartered agents. Oceans no longer divide, but link nations together. From 

Boston to London is now a holiday excursion. Space is comparatively annihilated. Thoughts 

expressed on one side of the Atlantic are distinctly heard on the other. The far off and almost 

fabulous Pacific rolls in grandeur at our feet. The Celestial Empire, the mystery of ages, is being 
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solved. The fiat of the Almighty, “Let there be Light,” has not yet spent its force. No abuse, no 

outrage whether in taste, sport or avarice, can now hide itself from the all-pervading light. . . . 

 

Document 3. Cesar Chavez, “Commonwealth Club Address” (1984) 

...Twenty-one years ago, this last September, on a lonely stretch of railroad track 

paralleling U.S. Highway 101 near Salinas, 32 Bracero farm workers lost their lives in a tragic 

accident. The Braceros had been imported from Mexico to work on California farms. They died 

when their bus, which was converted from a flatbed truck, drove in front of a freight train. 

Conversion of the bus had not been approved by any government agency. The driver had tunnel 

vision. Most of the bodies laid unidentified for days. No one, including the grower who 

employed the workers, even knew their names. Today, thousands of farm workers live under 

savage conditions, beneath trees and amid garbage and human excrement near tomato fields in 

San Diego County; tomato fields, which use the most modern farm technology. Vicious rats 

gnaw at them as they sleep. They walk miles to buy food at inflated prices and they carry in 

water from irrigation ditches.  

Child labor is still common in many farm areas. As much as 30 percent of Northern 

California's garlic harvesters are underaged children. Kids as young as six years old have voted 

in states, conducted union elections, since they qualified as workers. Some 800,000 underaged 

children work with their families harvesting crops across America. Babies born to migrant 

workers suffer 25 percent higher infant mortality rates than the rest of the population. 

Malnutrition among migrant workers' children is 10 times higher than the national rate. Farm 

workers' average life expectancy is still 49 years, compared to 73 years for the average 

American.  

All my life, I have been driven by one dream, one goal, one vision: to overthrow a farm 

labor system in this nation that treats farm workers as if they were not important human beings. 

Farm workers are not agricultural implements; they are not beasts of burden to be used and 

discarded. That dream was born in my youth, it was nurtured in my early days of organizing. It 

has flourished. It has been attacked.  

I'm not very different from anyone else who has ever tried to accomplish something with 

his life. My motivation comes from my personal life, from watching what my mother and father 

went through when I was growing up, from what we experienced as migrant workers in 
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California. That dream, that vision grew from my own experience with racism, with hope, with a 

desire to be treated fairly, and to see my people treated as human beings and not as chattel. It 

grew from anger and rage, emotions I felt 40 years ago when people of my color were denied the 

right to see a movie or eat at a restaurant in many parts of California. It grew from the frustration 

and humiliation I felt as a boy who couldn't understand how the growers could abuse and exploit 

farm workers when there were so many of us and so few of them.  

Later in the 50s, I experienced a different kind of exploitation. In San Jose, in Los 

Angeles and in other urban communities, we, the Mexican-American people, were dominated by 

a majority that was Anglo. I began to realize what other minority people had discovered; that the 

only answer, the only hope was in organizing. More of us had to become citizens, we had to 

register to vote, and people like me had to develop the skills it would take to organize, to 

educate, to help empower the Chicano people.  

I spent many years before we founded the union learning how to work with people. We 

experienced some successes in voter registration, in politics, in battling racial discrimination -- 

successes in an era where Black Americans were just beginning to assert their civil rights and 

when political awareness among Hispanics was almost non-existent. But deep in my heart, I 

knew I could never be happy unless I tried organizing the farm workers. I didn't know if I would 

succeed, but I had to try. 

  All Hispanics, urban and rural, young and old, are connected to the farm workers' 

experience. We had all lived through the fields, or our parents had. We shared that common 

humiliation. How could we progress as a people even if we lived in the cities, while the farm 

workers, men and women of our color, were condemned to a life without pride? How could we 

progress as a people while the farm workers, who symbolized our history in this land, were 

denied self-respect? How could our people believe that their children could become lawyers and 

doctors and judges and business people while this shame, this injustice, was permitted to 

continue?  

Those who attack our union often say it's not really a union. It's something else, a social 

movement, a civil rights movement -- it's something dangerous. They're half right. The United 

Farm Workers is first and foremost a union, a union like any other, a union that either produces 

for its members on the bread-and-butter issues or doesn't survive. But the UFW has always been 

something more than a union, although it's never been dangerous, if you believe in the Bill of 
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Rights. The UFW was the beginning. We attacked that historical source of shame and infamy 

that our people in this country lived with. We attacked that injustice, not by complaining, not by 

seeking handouts, not by becoming soldiers in the war on poverty; we organized.  

Farm workers acknowledge we had allowed ourselves to become victims in a democratic 

society, a society where majority rules and collective bargaining are supposed to be more than 

academic theories and political rhetoric. And by addressing this historical problem, we created 

confidence and pride and hope in an entire people's ability to create the future. The UFW 

survival, its existence, were not in doubt in my mind when the time began to come.  

After the union became visible, when Chicanos started entering college in greater 

numbers, when Hispanics began running for public office in greater numbers, when our people 

started asserting their rights on a broad range of issues and in many communities across this 

land. The union survival, its very existence, sent out a signal to all Hispanics that we were 

fighting for our dignity, that we were challenging and overcoming injustice, that we were 

empowering the least educated among us, the poorest among us. The message was clear. If it 

could happen in the fields, it could happen anywhere: in the cities, in the courts, in the city 

councils, in the state legislatures. I didn't really appreciate it at the time, but the coming of our 

union signaled the start of great changes among Hispanics that are only now beginning to be 

seen.  

I've traveled through every part of this nation. I have met and spoken with thousands of 

Hispanics from every walk of life, from every social and economic class. And one thing I hear 

most often from Hispanics, regardless of age or position, and from many non-Hispanics as well, 

is that the farm workers gave them the hope that they could succeed and the inspiration to work 

for change.  

From time to time, you will hear our opponents declare that the union is weak, that the 

union has no support, that the union has not grown fast enough. Our obituary has been written 

many times. How ironic it is that the same forces that argue so passionately that the union is not 

influential are the same forces that continue to fight us so hard.  

The union's power in agriculture has nothing to do with the number of farm workers on 

the union contract. It has nothing to do with the farm workers' ability to contribute to democratic 

politicians. It doesn't even have much to do with our ability to conduct successful boycotts. The 

very fact of our existence forces an entire industry, unionized and non-unionized, to spend 



11 
 

millions of dollars year after year on increased wages, on improved working conditions, and on 

benefits for workers. If we were so weak and unsuccessful, why do the growers continue to fight 

us with such passion? Because as long as we continue to exist, farm workers will benefit from 

our existence, even if they don't work under union contract. It doesn't really matter whether we 

have 100,000 or 500,000 members. In truth, hundreds of thousands of farm workers in California 

and in other states are better off today because of our work. And Hispanics across California and 

the nation who don't work in agriculture are better off today because of what the farm workers 

taught people about organization, about pride and strength, about seizing control over their own 

lives. 

...I am told these days farm workers should be discouraged and pessimistic. The 

Republicans control the governor's office and the White House. There is a conservative trend in 

the nation. Yet, we are filled with hope and encouragement. We have looked into the future and 

the future is ours. History and inevitability are on our side. The farm workers and their children 

and the Hispanics and their children are the future in California, and corporate growers are the 

past. Those politicians who ally themselves with the corporate growers and against farm workers 

and the Hispanics are in for a big surprise. They want to make their careers in politics; they want 

to hold power 20 and 30 years from now. But 20 and 30 years from now, in Modesto, in Salinas, 

in Fresno, in Bakersfield, in the Imperial Valley and in many of the great cities of California, 

those communities will be dominated by farm workers and not by growers, by the children and 

grandchildren of farm workers and not by the children and grandchildren of growers.  

These trends are part of the forces of history which cannot be stopped. No person and no 

organization can resist them for very long; they are inevitable. Once social change begins it 

cannot be reversed. You cannot uneducate the person who has learned to read. You cannot 

humiliate the person who feels pride. You cannot oppress the people who are not afraid anymore. 

Our opponents must understand that it's not just the union we have built -- unions like other 

institutions can come and go -- but we're more than institutions. For nearly 20 years, our union 

has been on the cutting edge of a people's cause, and you cannot do away with an entire people 

and you cannot stamp out a people's cause. Regardless of what the future holds for the union, 

regardless of what the future holds for farm workers, our accomplishments cannot be undone. La 

causa, our cause, doesn't have to be experienced twice. The consciousness and pride that were 
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raised by our union are alive and thriving inside millions of young Hispanics who will never 

work on a farm.  

Like the other immigrant groups, the day will come when we win the economic and 

political rewards, which are in keeping with our numbers in society. The day will come when the 

politicians will do the right thing for our people out of political necessity and not out of charity 

or idealism. That day may not come this year. That day may not come during this decade, but it 

will come someday. And when that day comes, we shall see the fulfillment of that passage from 

the Book of Matthew in the New Testament: "The last shall be first, and the first shall be last." 

And on that day, our nation shall fulfill its creed, and that fulfillment shall enrich us all. Thank 

you very much. 

 

Document 4. Justice Anthony Kennedy, Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) 
 
In January 2015 the U.S. Supreme Court combined four cases that dealt with the due process 
and equal protection guaranteed under the Fourteenth Amendment that dealt with same-sex 
marriage laws between states. Namely, in Ohio, James Obergefell petitioned the court to allow 
spousal rights as a widower to his partner that he married in Maryland.  The state court ruled in 
favor of the petitioner, Obergefell, however the Sixth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals overturned 
the ruling in favor of the respondent. The case then went to the Supreme Court, and Justice 
Kennedy issued the following opinion (legal decision).  
 

The Constitution promises liberty to all within its reach, liberty that includes certain 

specific rights that allow persons, within a lawful realm, to define and express their identity. The 

petitioners in these cases seek to find that liberty by marrying someone of the same sex and 

having their marriages deemed lawful on the same terms and conditions as marriages between 

persons of the opposite sex… 

From their beginning to their most recent page, the annals of human history reveal the 

transcendent importance of marriage. The lifelong union of a man and a woman always has 

promised nobility and dignity to all persons, without regard to their station in life. Marriage is 

sacred to those who live by their religions and offers unique fulfillment to those who find 

meaning in the secular realm. Its dynamic allows two people to find a life that could not be found 

alone, for a marriage becomes greater than just the two persons. Rising from the most basic 

human needs, marriage is essential to our most profound hopes and aspirations. 
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The centrality of marriage to the human condition makes it unsurprising that the 

institution has existed for millennia and across civilizations. Since the dawn of history, marriage 

has transformed strangers into relatives, binding families and societies together. Confucius 

taught that marriage lies at the foundation of government…This wisdom was echoed centuries 

later and half a world away by Cicero, who wrote, “The first bond of society is marriage; next, 

children; and then the family.” There are untold references to the beauty of marriage in religious 

and philosophical texts spanning time, cultures, and faiths, as well as in art and literature in all 

their forms. It is fair and necessary to say these references were based on the understanding that 

marriage is a union between two persons of the opposite sex. 

That history is the beginning of these cases. The respondents say it should be the end as 

well. To them, it would demean a timeless institution if the concept and lawful status of marriage 

were extended to two persons of the same sex. Marriage, in their view, is by its nature a gender-

differentiated union of man and woman. This view long has been held—and continues to be 

held—in good faith by reasonable and sincere people here and through-out the world. 

  The petitioners acknowledge this history but contend that these cases cannot end there. 

Were their intent to demean the revered idea and reality of marriage, the petitioners’ claims 

would be of a different order. But that is neither their purpose nor their submission. To the 

contrary, it is the enduring importance of marriage that underlies the petitioners’ contentions. 

This, they say, is their whole point. Far from seeking to devalue marriage, the petitioners seek it 

for themselves because of their respect—and need—for its privileges and responsibilities. And 

their immutable nature dictates that same-sex marriage is their only real path to this profound 

commitment… 

There may be an initial inclination in these cases to proceed with caution—to await 

further legislation, litigation, and debate. The respondents warn there has been insufficient 

democratic discourse before deciding an issue so basic as the definition of marriage. In its ruling 

on the cases now before this Court, the majority opinion for the Court of Appeals made a cogent 

argument that it would be appropriate for the respondents’ States to await further public 

discussion and political measures before licensing same-sex marriages.  

Yet there has been far more deliberation than this argument acknowledges. There have 

been referenda, legislative debates, and grassroots campaigns, as well as countless studies, 

papers, books, and other popular and scholarly writings. There has been extensive litigation in 
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state and federal courts. Judicial opinions addressing the issue have been informed by the 

contentions of parties and counsel, which, in turn, reflect the more general, societal discussion of 

same-sex marriage and its meaning that has occurred over the past decades. As more than 100 

amici make clear in their filings, many of the central institutions in American life—state and 

local governments, the military, large and small businesses, labor unions, religious organizations, 

law enforcement, civic groups, professional organizations, and universities—have devoted 

substantial attention to the question. This has led to an enhanced understanding of the issue—an 

understanding reflected in the arguments now presented for resolution as a matter of 

constitutional law…  

The dynamic of our constitutional system is that individuals need not await legislative 

action before asserting a fundamental right. The Nation’s courts are open to injured individuals 

who come to them to vindicate their own direct, personal stake in our basic charter. An 

individual can invoke a right to constitutional protection when he or she is harmed, even if the 

broader public disagrees and even if the legislature refuses to act… 

These cases also present the question whether the Constitution requires States to 

recognize same-sex marriages validly performed out of State. As made clear by the case of 

Obergefell and Arthur, and by that of DeKoe and Kostura, the recognition bans inflict substantial 

and continuing harm on same-sex couples. 

Being married in one State but having that valid marriage denied in another is one of “the 

most perplexing and distressing complication[s]” in the law of domestic relations. Leaving the 

current state of affairs in place would maintain and promote instability and uncertainty. For some 

couples, even an ordinary drive into a neighboring State to visit family or friends risks causing 

severe hardship in the event of a spouse’s hospitalization while across state lines. In light of the 

fact that many States already allow same-sex marriage—and hundreds of thousands of these 

marriages already have occurred—the disruption caused by the recognition bans is significant 

and ever-growing. 

As counsel for the respondents acknowledged at argument, if States are required by the 

Constitution to issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, the justifications for refusing to 

recognize those marriages performed else-where are undermined. The Court, in this decision, 

holds same-sex couples may exercise the fundamental right to marry in all States. It follows that 

the Court also must hold—and it now does hold—that there is no lawful basis for a State to 
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refuse to recognize a lawful same-sex marriage performed in another State on the ground of its 

same-sex character. 

No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, 

fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In forming a marital union, two people become 

something greater than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these cases demonstrate, 

marriage embodies a love that may endure even past death. It would misunderstand these men 

and women to say they disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it, 

respect it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is not to be 

condemned to live in loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask 

for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants them that right. 

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit is reversed. 

          It is so ordered. 

 

Document 5. John F. Kennedy, “Address to the Nation” (1962) 

During the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis, President Kennedy gave a televised and radio 
address to the people of the United States.  
 

Good evening, my fellow citizens: 

This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance of the Soviet 

military buildup on the island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence has 

established the fact that a series of offensive missile sites is now in preparation on that 

imprisoned island. The purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide a nuclear strike 

capability against the Western Hemisphere. 

Upon receiving the first preliminary hard information of this nature last Tuesday morning 

at 9 A.M., I directed that our surveillance be stepped up. And having now confirmed and 

completed our evaluation of the evidence and our decision on a course of action, this 

Government feels obliged to report this new crisis to you in fullest detail. 

The characteristics of these new missile sites indicate two distinct types of installations. 

Several of them include medium range ballistic missiles, capable of carrying a nuclear warhead 

for a distance of more than 1,000 nautical miles. Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of 

striking Washington, D. C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, or any other city in 

the southeastern part of the United States, in Central America, or in the Caribbean area. 
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Additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed for intermediate range ballistic 

missiles -- capable of traveling more than twice as far -- and thus capable of  striking most of the 

major cities in the Western Hemisphere, ranging as far north as Hudson Bay, Canada, and as far 

south as Lima, Peru. In addition, jet bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapons, are now 

being uncrated and assembled in Cuba, while the necessary air bases are being prepared. 

This urgent transformation of Cuba into an important strategic base -- by the presence of 

these large, long-range, and clearly offensive weapons of sudden mass destruction -- constitutes 

an explicit threat to the peace and security of all the Americas, in flagrant and deliberate defiance 

of the Rio Pact of 1947, the traditions of this nation and hemisphere, the joint resolution of the 

87th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, and my own public warnings to the Soviets on 

September 4 and 13. This action also contradicts the repeated assurances of Soviet spokesmen, 

both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms buildup in Cuba would retain its original 

defensive character, and that the Soviet Union had no need or desire to station strategic missiles. 

on the territory of any other nation. 

The size of this undertaking makes clear that it has been planned for some months. Yet, 

only last month, after I had made clear the distinction between any introduction of ground-to-

ground missiles and the existence of defensive antiaircraft missiles, the Soviet Government 

publicly stated on September 11 that, and I quote, "the armaments and military equipment sent to 

Cuba are designed exclusively for defensive purposes," that there is, and I quote the Soviet 

Government, "there is no need for the Soviet Government to shift its weapons for a retaliatory 

blow to any other country, for instance Cuba," and that, and I quote their government, "the 

Soviet Union has so powerful rockets to carry these nuclear warheads that there is no need to 

search for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union." 

That statement was false. 

Only last Thursday, as evidence of this rapid offensive buildup was already in my hand, 

Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko told me in my office that he was instructed to make it clear 

once again, as he said his government had already done, that Soviet assistance to Cuba, and I 

quote, "pursued solely the purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba," that, and 

I quote him, "training by Soviet specialists of Cuban nationals in handling defensive armaments 

was by no means offensive, and if it were otherwise," Mr. Gromyko went on, "the Soviet 

Government would never become involved in rendering such assistance." 
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That statement also was false. 

Neither the United States of America nor the world community of nations can tolerate 

deliberate deception and offensive threats on the part of any nation, large or small. We no longer 

live in a world where only the actual firing of weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a 

nation's security to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear weapons are so destructive and ballistic 

missiles are so swift, that any substantially increased possibility of their use or any sudden 

change in their deployment may well be regarded as a definite threat to peace. 

For many years, both the Soviet Union and the United States, recognizing this fact, have 

deployed strategic nuclear weapons with great care, never upsetting the precarious status quo 

which insured that these weapons would not be used in the absence of some vital challenge. Our 

own strategic missiles have never been transferred to the territory of any other nation under a 

cloak of secrecy and deception; and our history -- unlike that of the Soviets since the end of 

World War II -- demonstrates that we have no desire to dominate or conquer any other nation or 

impose our system upon its people. Nevertheless, American citizens have become adjusted to 

living daily on the bull's-eye of Soviet missiles located inside the U.S.S.R. or in submarines. 

In that sense, missiles in Cuba add to an already clear and present danger -- although it 

should be noted the nations of Latin America have never previously been subjected to a potential 

nuclear threat. But this secret, swift, extraordinary buildup of Communist missiles -- in an area 

well known to have a special and historical relationship to the United States and the nations of 

the Western Hemisphere, in violation of Soviet assurances, and in defiance of American and 

hemispheric policy -- this sudden, clandestine decision to station strategic weapons for the first 

time outside of Soviet soil -- is a deliberately provocative and unjustified change in the status 

quo which cannot be accepted by this country, if our courage and our commitments are ever to 

be trusted again by either friend or foe. 

The 1930's taught us a clear lesson: aggressive conduct, if allowed to go unchecked and 

unchallenged, ultimately leads to war. This nation is opposed to war. We are also true to our 

word. Our unswerving objective, therefore, must be to prevent the use of these missiles against 

this or any other country, and to secure their withdrawal or elimination from the Western 

Hemisphere. 

Our policy has been one of patience and restraint, as befits a peaceful and powerful 

nation which leads a worldwide alliance. We have been determined not to be diverted from our 



18 
 

central concerns by mere irritants and fanatics. But now further action is required, and it is under 

way; and these actions may only be the beginning. We will not prematurely or unnecessarily risk 

the costs of worldwide nuclear war in which even the fruits of victory would be ashes in our 

mouth; but neither will we shrink from that risk at any time it must be faced… 

This nation is prepared to present its case against the Soviet threat to peace, and our own 

proposals for a peaceful world, at any time and in any forum -- in the OAS, in the United 

Nations, or in any other meeting that could be useful -- without limiting our freedom of action. 

We have in the past made strenuous efforts to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. We have 

proposed the elimination of all arms and military bases in a fair and effective disarmament treaty. 

We are prepared to discuss new proposals for the removal of tensions on both sides, including 

the possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, free to determine its own destiny. We have no 

wish to war with the Soviet Union -- for we are a peaceful people who desire to live in peace 

with all other peoples. 

But it is difficult to settle or even discuss these problems in an atmosphere of 

intimidation. That is why this latest Soviet threat -- or any other threat which is made either 

independently or in response to our actions this week-- must and will be met with determination. 

Any hostile move anywhere in the world against the safety and freedom of peoples to whom we 

are committed, including in particular the brave people of West Berlin, will be met by whatever 

action is needed. 

Finally, I want to say a few words to the captive people of Cuba, to whom this speech is 

being directly carried by special radio facilities. I speak to you as a friend, as one who knows of 

your deep attachment to your fatherland, as one who shares your aspirations for liberty and 

justice for all. And I have watched and the American people have watched with deep sorrow how 

your nationalist revolution was betrayed -- and how your fatherland fell under foreign 

domination. Now your leaders are no longer Cuban leaders inspired by Cuban ideals. They are 

puppets and agents of an international conspiracy which has turned Cuba against your friends 

and neighbors in the Americas, and turned it into the first Latin American country to become a 

target for nuclear war -- the first Latin American country to have these weapons on its soil. 

These new weapons are not in your interest. They contribute nothing to your peace and 

well-being. They can only undermine it. But this country has no wish to cause you to suffer or to 

impose any system upon you. We know that your lives and land are being used as pawns by 
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those who deny your freedom. Many times in the past, the Cuban people have risen to throw out 

tyrants who destroyed their liberty. And I have no doubt that most Cubans today look forward to 

the time when they will be truly free -- free from foreign domination, free to choose their own 

leaders, free to select their own system, free to own their own land, free to speak and write and 

worship without fear or degradation. And then shall Cuba be welcomed back to the society of 

free nations and to the associations of this hemisphere. 

My fellow citizens, let no one doubt that this is a difficult and dangerous effort on which 

we have set out. No one can foresee precisely what course it will take or what costs or casualties 

will be incurred. Many months of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead -- months in which both 

our patience and our will will be tested, months in which many threats and denunciations will 

keep us aware of our dangers. But the greatest danger of all would be to do nothing. 

The path we have chosen for the present is full of hazards, as all paths are; but it is the 

one most consistent with our character and courage as a nation and our commitments around the 

world. The cost of freedom is always high, but Americans have always paid it. And one path we 

shall never choose, and that is the path of surrender or submission. 

Our goal is not the victory of might, but the vindication of right; not peace at the expense 

of freedom, but both peace and freedom, here in this hemisphere, and, we hope, around the 

world. God willing, that goal will be achieved. 

Thank you and good night. 

 

Document 6. Eugene V. Debs, The Canton Speech (1918) 

In June of 1918 the United States was fully engaged in World War I. Eugene Debs was a member 
of the Socialist Party of America and was a founding member of the Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW). The concept of Total War had not only disrupted the economy of the United 
States, new laws were passed. Under the Sedition Act of 1918, Debs was arrested shortly after 
the following speech. 
 

Comrades, friends and fellow-workers, for this very cordial greeting, this very hearty 

reception, I thank you all with the fullest appreciation of your interest in and your devotion to the 

cause for which I am to speak to you this afternoon. 

To speak for labor; to plead the cause of the men and women and children who toil; to 

serve the working class, has always been to me a high privilege; a duty of love. 
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I have just returned from a visit over yonder, where three of our most loyal comrades are 

paying the penalty for their devotion to the cause of the working class. They have come to 

realize, as many of us have, that it is extremely dangerous to exercise the constitutional right of 

free speech in a country fighting to make democracy safe in the world. 

I realize that, in speaking to you this afternoon, there are certain limitations placed upon 

the right of free speech. I must be exceedingly careful, prudent, as to what I say, and even more 

careful and prudent as to how I say it. I may not be able to say all I think; but I am not going to 

say anything that I do not think. I would rather a thousand times be a free soul in jail than to be a 

sycophant and coward in the streets. They may put those boys in jail—and some of the rest of us 

in jail—but they can not put the Socialist movement in jail. Those prison bars separate their 

bodies from ours, but their souls are here this afternoon. They are simply paying the penalty that 

all men have paid in all the ages of history for standing erect, and for seeking to pave the way to 

better conditions for mankind. 

If it had not been for the men and women who, in the past, have had the moral courage to 

go to jail, we would still be in the jungles. 

This assemblage is exceedingly good to look upon. I wish it were possible for me to give 

you what you are giving me this afternoon. What I say here amounts to but little; what I see here 

is exceedingly important. You workers in Ohio, enlisted in the greatest cause ever organized in 

the interest of your class, are making history today in the face of threatening opposition of all 

kinds—history that is going to be read with profound interest by coming generations. 

There is but one thing you have to be concerned about, and that is that you keep 

foursquare with the principles of the international Socialist movement. It is only when you begin 

to compromise that trouble begins. So far as I am concerned, it does not matter what others may 

say, or think, or do, as long as I am sure that I am right with myself and the cause. There are so 

many who seek refuge in the popular side of a great question. As a Socialist, I have long since 

learned how to stand alone. For the last month I have been traveling over the Hoosier State; and, 

let me say to you, that, in all my connection with the Socialist movement, I have never seen such 

meetings, such enthusiasm, such unity of purpose; never have I seen such a promising outlook as 

there is today, notwithstanding the statement published repeatedly that our leaders have deserted 

us. Well, for myself, I never had much faith in leaders. I am willing to be charged with almost 

anything, rather than to be charged with being a leader. I am suspicious of leaders, and especially 
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of the intellectual variety. Give me the rank and file every day in the week. If you go to the city 

of Washington, and you examine the pages of the Congressional Directory, you will find that 

almost all of those corporation lawyers and cowardly politicians, members of Congress, and 

misrepresentatives of the masses—you will find that almost all of them claim, in glowing terms, 

that they have risen from the ranks to places of eminence and distinction. I am very glad I cannot 

make that claim for myself. I would be ashamed to admit that I had risen from the ranks. When I 

rise it will be with the ranks, and not from the ranks… 

Socialism is a growing idea; an expanding philosophy. It is spreading over the entire face 

of the earth: It is as vain to resist it as it would be to arrest the sunrise on the morrow. It is 

coming, coming, coming all along the line. Can you not see it? If not, I advise you to consult an 

oculist. There is certainly something the matter with your vision. It is the mightiest movement in 

the history of mankind. What a privilege to serve it! I have regretted a thousand times that I can 

do so little for the movement that has done so much for me. The little that I am, the little that I 

am hoping to be, I owe to the Socialist movement. It has given me my ideas and ideals; my 

principles and convictions, and I would not exchange one of them for all of Rockefeller’s 

bloodstained dollars. It has taught me how to serve—a lesson to me of priceless value. It has 

taught me the ecstasy in the handclasp of a comrade. It has enabled me to hold high communion 

with you, and made it possible for me to take my place side by side with you in the great struggle 

for the better day; to multiply myself over and over again, to thrill with a fresh-born manhood; to 

feel life truly worthwhile; to open new avenues of vision; to spread out glorious vistas; to know 

that I am kin to all that throbs; to be class-conscious, and to realize that, regardless of nationality, 

race, creed, color or sex, every man, every woman who toils, who renders useful service, every 

member of the working class without an exception, is my comrade, my brother and sister—and 

that to serve them and their cause is the highest duty of my life. 

And in their service I can feel myself expand; I can rise to the stature of a man and claim 

the right to a place on earth—a place where I can stand and strive to speed the day of industrial 

freedom and social justice. 

Yes, my comrades, my heart is attuned to yours. Aye, all our hearts now throb as one 

great heart responsive to the battle cry of the social revolution. Here, in this alert and inspiring 

assemblage our hearts are with the Bolsheviki of Russia. Those heroic men and women, those 

unconquerable comrades have by their incomparable valor and sacrifice added fresh luster to the 
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fame of the international movement. Those Russian comrades of ours have made greater 

sacrifices, have suffered more, and have shed more heroic blood than any like number of men 

and women anywhere on earth; they have laid the foundation of the first real democracy that ever 

drew the breath of life in this world. And the very first act of the triumphant Russian revolution 

was to proclaim a state of peace with all mankind, coupled with a fervent moral appeal, not to 

kings, not to emperors, rulers or diplomats but to the people of all nations. Here we have the very 

breath of democracy, the quintessence of the dawning freedom. The Russian revolution 

proclaimed its glorious triumph in its ringing and inspiring appeal to the peoples of all the earth. 

In a humane and fraternal spirit new Russia, emancipated at last from the curse of the centuries, 

called upon all nations engaged in the frightful war, the Central Powers as well as the Allies, to 

send representatives to a conference to lay down terms of peace that should be just and lasting. 

Here was the supreme opportunity to strike the blow to make the world safe for democracy. Was 

there any response to that noble appeal that in some day to come will be written in letters of gold 

in the history of the world? Was there any response whatever to that appeal for universal peace? 

No, not the slightest attention was paid to it by the Christian nations engaged in the terrible 

slaughter… 

War makes possible all such crimes and outrages. And war comes in spite of the people. 

When Wall Street says war the press says war and the pulpit promptly follows with its Amen. In 

every age the pulpit has been on the side of the rulers and not on the side of the people. That is 

one reason why the preachers so fiercely denounce the I.W.W… 

Now what you workers need is to organize, not along craft lines but along revolutionary 

industrial lines. All of you workers in a given industry, regardless of your trade or occupation, 

should belong to one and the same union. 

Political action and industrial action must supplement and sustain each other. You will never 

vote the Socialist republic into existence. You will have to lay its foundations in industrial 

organization. The industrial union is the forerunner of industrial democracy. In the shop where 

the workers are associated is where industrial democracy has its beginning. Organize according 

to your industries! Get together in every department of industrial service! United and acting 

together for the common good your power is invincible. 

When you have organized industrially you will soon learn that you can manage as well as 

operate industry. You will soon realize that you do not need the idle masters and exploiters. They 
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are simply parasites. They do not employ you as you imagine but you employ them to take from 

you what you produce, and that is how they function in industry. You can certainly dispense with 

them in that capacity. You do not need them to depend upon for your jobs. You can never be free 

while you work and live by their sufferance. You must own your own tools and then you will 

control your own jobs, enjoy the products of your own labor and be free men instead of industrial 

slaves. 

Organize industrially and make your organization complete. Then unite in the Socialist 

Party. Vote as you strike and strike as you vote. 

Your union and your party embrace the working class. The Socialist Party expresses the 

interests, hopes and aspirations of the toilers of all the world. 

Get your fellow workers into the industrial union and the political party to which they 

rightly belong, especially this year, this historic year in which the forces of labor will assert 

themselves as they never have before. This is the year that calls for men and women who have 

courage, the manhood and womanhood to do their duty. 

Get into the Socialist Party and take your place in its ranks; help to inspire the weak and 

strengthen the faltering, and do your share to speed the coming of the brighter and better day for 

us all. 

When we unite and act together on the industrial field and when we vote together on 

election day we shall develop the supreme power of the one class that can and will bring 

permanent peace to the world. We shall then have the intelligence, the courage and the power for 

our great task. In due time industry will be organized on a cooperative basis. We shall conquer 

the public power. We shall then transfer the title deeds of the railroads, the telegraph lines, the 

mines, mills and great industries to the people in their collective capacity; we shall take 

possession of all these social utilities in the name of the people. We shall then have industrial 

democracy. We shall be a free nation whose government is of and by and for the people. 

And now for all of us to do our duty! The clarion call is ringing in our ears and we cannot 

falter without being convicted of treason to ourselves and to our great cause. 

Do not worry over the charge of treason to your masters, but be concerned about the 

treason that involves yourselves. Be true to yourself and you cannot be a traitor to any good 

cause on earth. 
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Yes, in good time we are going to sweep into power in this nation and throughout the 

world. We are going to destroy all enslaving and degrading capitalist institutions and re-create 

them as free and humanizing institutions. The world is daily changing before our eyes. The sun 

of capitalism is setting; the sun of socialism is rising. It is our duty to build the new nation and 

the free republic. We need industrial and social builders. We Socialists are the builders of the 

beautiful world that is to be. We are all pledged to do our part. We are inviting—aye challenging 

you this afternoon in the name of your own manhood and womanhood to join us and do your 

part. 

In due time the hour will strike and this great cause triumphant—the greatest in history—

will proclaim the emancipation of the working class and the brotherhood of all mankind. 
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Active Reading 

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” 
~Joseph Addison 

Many people believe that by moving one’s eyes over a piece of text slowly and carefully—in 
other words, by reading it—that they will automatically comprehend, learn, and remember the 
content of what they read. But, this could not be more incorrect. To be an effective reader who 
fully grasps what one reads, who thinks critically about it, and who is able to apply it their own 
life, you need to do more than sit passively with the book in your hand.  
 
To be an effective reader, you need to be actively engaged and involved with the text in front of 
you. This is no different from the rest of your life. Consider this: do you most effectively learn a 
musical instrument or a sport by watching someone else play, or by actively working at it and 
practicing yourself?  
 
Similarly, effective reading is a mental process that requires you to actively interact with the text 
by identifying, clarifying, making connections, synthesizing, evaluating, and creating new 
ideas.  This kind of reading is a skill, and becoming a successful active reader will require both 
an understanding of the purpose of this process and a commitment to incorporating into one’s 
daily life.  
 

● Identifying, as we are using it here, means to pick out the main ideas in the text you are 
reading, as well as any unfamiliar vocabulary terms. 

  
● Clarifying means to define new terms and comprehends the meaning of the main ideas. 

  
● Making Connections means to show you understand how different main ideas in the text relate 

to one another, and also to link these ideas to other reading you have done, to other Core 
classes, to personal experiences, etc.   

  
● Synthesizing means to take all the information you have read and critically examined and put it 

together as a meaningful whole. 
  

● Evaluating means to think critically about what you are reading and reason out what to accept 
or reject from the author’s claims. 

  
● Creating means to compose a personalized argument that supports a new meaning of the 

material. 
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To help train yourself to be an active reader, there are several things you will be asked to do. To 
start, you’ll need 3 colored pens: 
Red Pen: Identifying/Clarifying Key Terms 
As you are reading, use red pen to circle or underline vocabulary terms. These can include both 
words that are unfamiliar to you, and essential key words that a reader needs to know in order to 
understand the text.  

● Once you have identified unfamiliar and key vocabulary terms, define them in the 
margins. Make sure it’s clear which definition goes with which word (an arrow can work 
well for this).  

● If you’ve looked up a word but you’re still unclear about what the author means in that 
particular sentence or passage, try defining the word in context. In other words, try 
rewriting the sentence in your own words using the definition (or synonyms) you found.  

● It is always important to “double check” that you understand the meaning of the words in 
a passage. Even if you think you understand all of the vocabulary in a text, identifying 
and defining the words that are most essential to the author’s main ideas will help you 
think more clearly and deeply about what the author is trying to communicate. 

 
Blue Pen: Identifying/Clarifying Main Ideas 
Blue pen should be used to identify the main ideas in a section of the reading.  

● Underline key words or phrases that you think are the main and most important ideas the 
author wants to get across. The purpose is not to underline everything! You should be 
focused on identifying only what is most essential. 

● When you underline, you must paraphrase in your own words what the author is saying in 
the margins. This is the step that will help clarify your understanding; underlining alone 
accomplishes nothing. Remember that this is a summary, meaning that it should be brief 
(just a few words or a phrase). You are not rewriting the whole passage here! 

● Identifying the main ideas in a reading does not necessarily mean you need to summarize 
each paragraph. You should identify the main ideas when: 

✓ You don't understand what the author is saying. (Often the process of 
paraphrasing helps clarify, especially when paired with the vocabulary work of 
your red pen!) 

✓ You come across a passage that is essential to understanding the whole text. 
✓ The author presents a new idea. 

 
Black Pen: Responding/Analyzing Main Ideas 
Black pen is for analyzing and responding to the text. Underline the part of the text you want to 
respond to, and then use the space in the margin to make your notes. These kinds of annotations 
can include:  

● Clarifying Questions (i.e. a question that can be supported with a factual answer). A good 
active reader might pause and research the answer, and come back and annotate the text 
once they’ve found it. 
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● Analytical Questions (i.e. a question that can help you to gain further insight into a text). 
A good active reader not only asks analytical questions, but also tries to answer them. 

● Your evaluation/opinion of a particular passage or idea 
● Examples to support the author's point 
● Examples or counter-arguments to refute the author's point 
● Inferences or predictions about what might happen next (in fiction) or what the author 

might say next (in a non-fiction text) 
● Connections to other classes, texts, or personal experiences (Use your outside/prior 

knowledge to interact directly with ideas stated in the text!) 
 

 

ACTIVE READING RUBRIC 
 Excellent Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 
Vocab Annotations Regularly identifies key 

terms and/or unfamiliar 
vocabulary, and defines 
or clarifies them. 
Definitions are original 
paraphrases.  
 

Sometimes identifies 
essential key terms and/or 
unfamiliar vocabulary, 
and defines or clarifies 
them. Definitions may be 
taken directly from the 
dictionary. 

Rarely identifies key 
terms and/or unfamiliar 
vocabulary, and rarely 
attempts to define or 
clarify them (if at all). 

Main Idea 
Annotations  

Consistently identifies 
main ideas that the author 
wants to get across. 
Clearly and succinctly 
summarizes text with 
original language to aid 
comprehension. 

Identifies some of the 
main ideas that the author 
wants to get across. 
Summarizes text with 
mostly original language 
to aid comprehension. 

Rarely identifies the main 
ideas that the author 
wants to get across. 
Summaries may be 
unclear, not in the 
reader’s own words, or 
missing. 

Response and 
Analysis 
Annotations 

In addition to 
demonstrating 
proficiency, response and 
analysis annotations are 
thought-provoking and 
sophisticated. As needed, 
a variety of different 
kinds of response and 
analysis annotations are 
used.  
 

Response and analysis 
annotations are relevant, 
original, and establish 
clear and direct 
connections between the 
reader’s outside/prior 
knowledge and ideas 
presented in the text. 

Response and analysis 
annotations do not draw 
on outside ideas or prior 
knowledge, and may be 
irrelevant, vague, or 
superficial. The reader 
relies too heavily on one 
or two types of response 
and analysis annotations. 

Overall Quality of 
Active Reading 

Annotations are neat, 
legible, and (if needed) 
color- coordinated for 
clarity. 

Annotations are mostly 
neat, legible, and (if 
needed) color- 
coordinated for clarity. 

Annotations are illegible 
or unclear. Evidence of 
active reading is not 
apparent. 
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ANALYSIS QUESTIONS RUBRIC 
 Excellent Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 
Thoroughness Response clearly and 

effectively presents a 
claim that thoroughly 
responds to the demands 
of the prompt. 

Response presents a claim 
that responds to the 
demands of the prompt. 

Response does not present 
a claim, or does so in a 
way that is unclear, 
vague, or which does not 
fully address the demands 
of the prompt. 

Clarity of Thought Response demonstrates 
sophisticated and original 
thinking about the text(s). 

- Response demonstrates 
clear, thorough, and 
accurate thinking about 
most text(s). There may 
be evidence that the writer 
only partially understands 
some texts. 

Response demonstrates a 
confused or incorrect 
understanding of most 
text(s). 

Use of Evidence Response cites specific 
evidence to effectively 
support the writer’s 
claims. In addition, the 
writer smoothly integrates 
evidence by using TIES 
or providing contextual 
information. 

Response cites specific 
evidence to effectively 
support the writer’s 
claims. 

Response uses evidence 
ineffectively (e.g., may 
describe evidence without 
explaining how it 
supports the writer’s 
claims) or not at all. 
Evidence is not properly 
cited, or not cited at all.  
 

Conventions Response adheres to all 
elements of proper 
English grammar and 
conventions. 

Short answer adheres to 
elements of proper 
English grammar and 
conventions with only a 
few minor errors. 

Short answer does not 
adhere to elements of 
proper English grammar 
and conventions such that 
communication is 
hindered. 

 
 
 


