
 
 

Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2019-2020 

 
Welcome to A.P. Lit—I am very excited to begin an exciting year of literary adventures with you! 
Because we will hit the ground running on the very first day of the semester, I ask that you begin this 
summer by completing the assignment outlined below. The texts you will tackle ask you to consider 
the foundations of both what it means to read and study literature at the college level, and what it 
means to transition from childhood and adolescence into adulthood. These texts are particularly fitting 
given that you are about to begin the final year of your high school career and will be deciding what 
your academic and intellectual lives will look like after graduation.  
 
 

Part 1: READING AND ANALYZING COMING-OF-AGE FICTION 
An Introduction to Literary Analysis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Select any two of the bildungsroman novels above and read them in their entirety. Before you 

make your selection, read the blurb on the back of the book cover and even the first few pages. 
After all, you’ll be spending your summer with these novels, so choose the ones that pique your 
curiosity, the ones that you don’t want to put down!  

2. For each novel, you must complete a Major Works Data Sheet and a Say-Mean-Matter chart. 
o MWDS: This is way to keep a record of the key stylistic and literary components of any 

novel that we read. We will complete these for every text that we read in the course this 
year; these become an essential tool for AP Exam studying and review in the Spring 
Semester. The template for this can be downloaded from my website. 

o SMM’s: Using each novel that you read, select at least 3 pivotal moments in the 
protagonist’s coming-of-age and complete a Say-Mean-Matter (SMM) chart in which you 
explain how and why each of these moments matters in the character’s overall 
psychological or moral development. Psychological development refers specifically to the 
progression of a character’s motives, attitudes, likes, and dislikes, whereas moral development 
includes the character’s sense of right and wrong and elements that lead to the choices and 
decisions the character ultimately makes. Note: to earn full credit on this portion of the 
assignment, your SMMs must include analyses of moments that occur at the beginning, the 
middle, and the end of the novel. 

o Some tips and reminders: 
§ All work that you submit should following standard MLA formatting requirements: 

typed, Times New Roman font 11 or 12, with standard 1-inch margins and a 
standard MLA heading. Proper in-text parenthetical citations are required when 
necessary. 

§ I have posted the MWDS template and handouts to help with your SMMs on my 
website. Please make sure that you take a close look at these for guidance on how 
to complete these assignments.  

 
3. AN IMPORTANT NOTE: On the second day of the fall semester, we will write our very first (of 

many!) AP-style timed essays based on the novels that you read over the summer; you will receive 
the prompt on this day and you will have the entire class period to write. Make sure that your 
memory of the characters’ development and major plot points are fresh in your mind when we 
return so you are ready to write with comfort and ease.  

à TURN PAGE à 
 

 
The Works: 

Bless Me, Ultima, Rudolfo Anaya 
The Kiterunner -or- A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini 
The Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston 
The Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri 
Song of Solomon -or- The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison 
The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 
Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi 
The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan 

 



 
Part 2: WRITING YOUR COLLEGE PERSONAL STATEMENTS 

 
We will begin working at the very start of the semester on your personal statements for your college 
applications. Please use this summer to draft your answers to all eight of the University of California 
Personal Insight Questions below: 

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, 
helped resolve disputes, or contributed to group efforts over time.   

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original 
and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative 
side.   

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated 
that talent over time? 

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to 
overcome an educational barrier you have faced.  

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome 
this challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement?  

6. Describe your favorite academic subject and explain how it has influenced you.  
7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?   
8. What is the one thing that you think sets you apart from other candidates applying to the University 

of California?   
 
Each response should be no more than 350 words. Put a total word count at the end of each response. 
Resources on planning and drafting these personal responses, as well as some tips from college 
admissions experts, can be found on my website. 

 
 

 
SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

 
All components of this summer assignment are due Monday, August 19th by 11:59pm (nope, 
that’s not a typo) on Turnitin.com. Please enroll in our course using the information below: 

 
Class ID: 21323261 
 
Enrollment key: readingisLIT 

 
**Late assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.** 

Not completing the assignment is grounds for dismissal from the course. 
 
 

 
 

Questions or concerns?  Feel free to email me over the break! 
Happy Reading! J 

 
 

Mrs. Pariser 
lili.pariser@grantmagnet.net 

www.mrspariser.com 
 
 
 
 

*An important note!! This assignment supersedes the other 12th Grade Summer Assignment; if you are 
enrolled in A.P. Literature, you do NOT need to complete any other summer assignment for English or 
Honors Economics/Government. 

 
 


